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NOTES AND LITEBATUKE 

HEREDITY AND "THE INFLUENCE OF 
MONARCHS" 

In "The Influence of Monarchs" (xiii and 422 pp., 1913, The 
Macmillan Co., New York, $2.00) Dr. Frederick Adams "Woods 
makes a second and firmer step along the path entered on with his 
interesting "Mental and Moral Heredity in Royalty" published 
in 1906. Dr. "Woods's goal in beginning and continuing his an- 
alysis of the character of royalties and the circumstances of their 
reigns is one probably not immediately to be reached but also 
probably one not impossible of attainment. It is indeed not one 
goal that he has before him, but two, the ways to which lie close 
together and parallel. One is the establishing of a new science of 
history to be called historiometry ; the other is the making ap- 
parent of the dominance of heredity over environment in deter- 
mining human fate. 

That the methods and even the aims of most historical study 
are not satisfying to all historical students is made obvious by 
the constant complaining of historians to and of each other. 
There are two conspicuous groups of these protestants, one de- 
manding more interest, more imagination, a more literary treat- 
ment of historical fact, and the other demanding a more signifi- 
cant, more inductive, more scientific treatment. The former 
wants more "humanity," the latter more biology, in history. 
Dr. Woods is of the latter group. 

But Dr. "Woods is not primarily of any historical camp. He is 
biologist, especially evolutionist and student of heredity. How- 
ever, he marches very boldly into the ranks of the students of his- 
torical human history — to distinguish thus the last few thousand 
years of human history from the earlier many thousand years 
of it — with the new methods and results of his historiometry, 
just as Pearson, several years ago, invaded the biological camp 
with his biometry. Something of historiometry in history there 
has always been, just as there has always been something of 
biometry in biology. But these reformers want to make history 
and biology wholly, or, at least, most importantly, sciences of 
measure. And each of them finds that his use of measure in them 
leads him to discover that the facts that he is measuring offer, in 
the new significance they are thus made to yield, a special argu- 
ment for some particular one of the major factors in evolution. 
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Biometry emphasizes the enormous importance and significance of 
variation in all living things ; historiometry reveals the enormous 
importance of heredity in human life and the affairs of society. 

After an introductory chapter stating the need of a new inter- 
pretation of history and of new methods of getting at this inter- 
pretation, and a following general chapter further elaborating 
and expanding his views concerning "the philosophy of history 
and historiometry," Dr. "Woods plunges into a series of compact 
histories of France, Castile, Aragon, United Spain, Portugal, The 
Netherlands, Denmark, Sweden, Russia, Prussia, Austria, Turkey, 
Scotland and England. In each of these he presents a swift sum- 
mary of the economic and political conditions (success in wars, 
increase in territory and prestige, prosperity, advance, failures in 
war, loss of prestige, poverty, retrogression) of these nations in 
the various reigns of a period of about 500 years for each country, 
together with a statement of the personal traits of each monarch. 
In all, three hundred and sixty-eight monarchs, regents or other 
rulers, royal or non-royal, and correspondingly, three hundred 
and sixty-eight sets, or periods, of national conditions, are pre- 
sented. 

Prom these data is derived the very positive and important 
conclusion that the dominant causal influence in determining the 
character of national, political and economic conditions has been 
the personality of the monarchs, and that the prime determinant 
of this personality is heredity and not environment. 

A host of possible criticisms and objections to the method, its 
results and their interpretation, leaps into every one's mind. 
Well, they are all — or all that I have so far been able to formu- 
late — anticipated, and ingeniously, and usually convincingly, 
answered. At least they are anticipated and discussed. In this 
the book reminds one of Darwin's "Origin of Species." 

To all who have read "Heredity in Royalty" this new book of 
Dr. "Woods will need no recommendation of its interest and im- 
portance. To those who have not, and are interested either as 
historian, biologist, or natural philosopher in human history and 
the bionomic factors that control it, "The Influence of Monarchs" 
may be strongly recommended as an original and very suggestive 
treatment of the subject. To students of heredity the book is a 
necessary library addition. 
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